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> 1 thn _ lp 1640500 
Reaſons Humbly offer'd for a Taw 
ro Ena& the Caſtration or Geld- 
ing of Popiſh Eccleſtaſtics,&c. 

W 1HE Honorable Houſe of Commons: having been pleaſed to 
take into their Conſideration the unaccountable growth of 

Popery amongſt us of late, and to appoint a Committee 

to conſider of Ways and Means for preventing the ſame : It 1s 
thought fit, among the croud of Propoſils for that end, to publiſh 
what follows. LE Mr 
We may, without intrenching upon the Province of Divines; make 
bold to aſſert, That when the Church of Rome is calld in the Sacred 
Scriptures, The Mother of Harlots, and of the Abominations of the Earth; 
there's ſomething elſe meanr by it than a mere Religious Impurity; 
or going a whoring after falſe Gods, as their Saints and Angels, and 
multitudes of - Mediators between God and Men, undoubtedly are, 
We need but caſt our Eye upon Platina's Lives of the Popes, and turn 
over a few leaves of the Hiſtories of moſt' Nations of Exrope, to be 
convinc'd that the Romiſh Clergy have ever ſince the Pope's Uſur- 
pation been branded with Uncleanneſs. The wanton Obſervation 
made by Henry the 4th of . France, as he paſſed one day betwixt a Frt- 
ary and a Nunnery, That the latter was the Barn, andthe former wer 
the Thraſhers, was found to have too much of 'truth-inFit;-in all thoſe 
Countreys where Monaſteries were overturn'd'or ſearch upon the 
Reformation. The vaſt heaps of Childrens Bones that were found 
in Draw-wells, and other places about them, were ſpeaking, tho-not 
living Monuments of the horrid Impurity, -as well as barbarous Cruet- 
ty of thoſe pretended Religious Communities. To inſifti\iany more 
upon this; werei'to accuſe the Age of inexcuſable Tgnorance' in Hi- 
ſtory.,.and therefore we ſhall conclude this IntroduQtion with 'an Ob- 
ſervation from Fox's Atts and Monuments, That before the Reforma- 
tion the Prieſts alofhe were computed to have 100000 Whores in this 
Kingdom ; which. muſt be underſtood of what the- Diale@ of -thoſe 
times call'd Lemmans, from. the French, Z' Amante, that is, in the mo- 
dern 
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dern Phraſe, kept Miſſes ;, _ their promiſcuous Whoredoms with 
the Women, they confeſſed, & 


This horrid Mackanne of the Romiſh Clergy cannot appear In- 
credible to thoſe who conſider, that beſides their being judiciafly 
giveg-uphot Gait $9 work: all mariger of Uncleanneſs with. greedi- 
neſs, t ir Vow © baſtity, and being forbidden to Marry, lays them 
under a temptation peculiar to their Order. 

It will » Fo appear leſs ſtrange, .if we conſider their way of living, 


and op my >. They eat ang dyink of the beſt are Carefſed in 
all 6 bs of their Way ; have an Advantage of knowing the In- 


* clinations, and private converſe with Women by their Auricular 

| Gonfeſſion, and by their pretended; Power, to: give Pardon ; have a 

Door open to periſwade the Committing'of one Sin -for expiatingy a- 
nother, and accordingly improve it. 

This is {6 far from being,a Calumny, that the Popiſh Laity them- 
ſeIves.in all Ages and Countreys have. been ſenſible of it ; and there- 
fore moſt of the Popiſh Kingdoms ſollicited the Council 'of Trent to 
allow Prieſts marriage, But the-Pope,,. for Reaſons. we ſhall touch 
agon, did not think fit.to grant it ; tho? eAneas Silvins himſelf, af- 
terwards Pope, was ſo fully convinc'd of the neceſſity of it, that he 
ſaid, Tho' Prieſts were forbidden to marry for very geod Reaſons, yet there 
were better Reaſons to-allow it. 

They that. have Traveld.j in Pop ih Countreys, and obſerv'd therr 
Prieſts : and Monks, © know, that als ſpeaking, they carry about 
them no marks of that Auſterity and: Mortification which they. pre- 
tend- to. They look as fat. and cally fatter than other Men ; 
which is an, infallible. Token that they fare as well, if not better, than 
vthers do. . You ſhall ſee.as white and plump a hand under a Monks 
Hood,. as in.any Family: -of Quality ; and a Foat as clean and neat 
wany times;1n, a Fandal, as is to.be found under 'a Spaniſh-Leather Shoe 
and Silk Stocking : Nori is it any Secret, that .in the Neighbourhood: 
of Convents- there” $.4$: £o0d Diet prepar'd for the uſe of Monks and 
Nuns, as comes to Gentlemens Tables. Nay, thoſe. very places of 
Retirement, with their large Gardens, adorn'd., with Walks and 
Shades,, and; many times; water'd by pleaſant Fountains or murmuving 
Streams, _ with their Idle way of living, ſeem- tobe 'accom« 
| modated.'to.inſpire them with amorous Sentiments, againſt :which 
their Vows of Chaſtity, and the Rules of their Orlee. are ſo far 
from being Bae y xn that they only add Fewel to their Flames, 
and make them commit Sin with the higher rel#h. So: that when 


they 80 abroad from. their Monaſterys,: they ;are like ſo. many FR 
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Horſes neighing, as the Scripture expreſſes it of - the luſtful Tews, 
after every Woman they ſee; and if they have not opportunity of 
giving vent to their Luſts that way, they many times do it by other 
methods, which Nature, as well as Religion forbids to name. "This 
we may juſtly ſuppoſe to have bzen the Motive that induc'd Emanxet 
de Saa in his Aphoriſms to maintain that Fornication, Adultery and 
S1domy did not make a Prieſt irregular, whereas Marriage did. 

[f beſides their being forbidden to marry, we conſider that they 
are provided for by the ſweat of other Mens Faces, have no 
Families to take care of, have no hard Labour to mortity, and keep 
them low, and are under no Obligation to ſtudy hard, we ſhall ind | 
that there's no rcaſon to wonder if they be more inclinable to Ves -- 
nery than any other Men whatſoever - and ſince by Experience it is 
found to be fo, forbidding them Marriage may well be call'd a Do- 
trine of Devils, both as to its Original and Effects, That it comes 
from the Devil, the Father of Lies, and by conſequence the Author 
of every falſe Doarine, is not to be controverted, ſince the Law of 
God and Nature commands us to increaſe and multiply, and fits us 
for it ; and that it might be in a regular way, God himſelf inſtituted 
Marriage in Paradiſe, and the Apoſtle tells us, thaz Marriage is hoe 
»ourgble in all :; and that this DoQrrine 1s deviliſh in its effets, is evi- 
dent from the horrid impurity of the Rowiſh Clergy abovementioned, 
and the miſchiefs they do by 1t to particular Perſons, Families, King- 
doms and Common-wealtns. 5 

We come next to take a view of the Cauſe, why the Court of 
Rome does ſo ſtifly inſiſt on the Celibacy of their Clergy, which will 
farther demonſtrate the reaſonableneſs of Guelding them to prevent 
their infeſting this Nation. 

Tho? Rome pretends to have changed her Religion, and hath actu- 
| ally changed her form of Government, by taking an Eccleſiaſtical in- 
ſtead of a Temporal Head; yet it's viſible ſhe hath abated nothing of 
her Ambition, to be Miſtriſs of the Univerſe, and did in a great mea- 
ſure effe&t it by her Papacy, to which ſo great a part of thoſe called 
Chriſtian Nations ſubmitted before the Reformation. So as Cataline, 
when Rome was Meathen, thought it neceſſary to debauch the Women, 
and then to carry on his Conſpiracy againſt the Government by their 
Intereſt, becauſe of the influence leud Women had upon the looſe 
Rabble, and that they could either murder their Husbands, or bring 
them over to his Party. Rome ſince it became Antichriſtian, hath en- 
join'd Celebacy upon her Clergy, that they might be rendered the 
more apt to debauch Women, and to make uſe of their Intereſt in 
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offer. to deprive the Civil Magiſtrates of their Right, and to uſurp 
_ the Temporal, as well 'as the Spiritual Sword. 

1. Becauſe they know that Nature having inclin'd all Men to pro- 
pagate thetr Species, their Prieſts ſo and ſo circumſtantiated, as before- 
mentioned, could not poſſibly refrain from the A&, tho? they were 
not allow'd to do it in a regular way : and therefore ſo many Women 
as they debanch, which they knew by their Circumſtances and Op- 

br ad muſt needs be innumerable, ſo many Proſelytes they were 
ure of. 
| 2. Becauſe they knew that their Clergy being pamper'd and re- 
_ ſtrain'd from the uſe of the Marriage-Bed, muſt needs be more in- 
Clinable to Venery than other Men, and conſequently more pleaſing 
Companions to inſatiable Women, and therefore the better fitted for 
the practice of creeping into Houſes, and leading captive filly Women, la- 
den with divers Luſts, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it. 

3. Becauſe they knew that their Clergy by this means having an 
Opportunity of bringing to their Lure a Buxom Wife, who perhaps 
\ Has a ſickly, weak, or abſent Husband, a Green-fickneſs Daughter, or 

#*wanton Maid ; they would by the ſame means become Maſters in a 

Manner of all that belong'd to the Family, have the command of their 
| Purſes, know all their Secrets, and improve all to the advantage of 
| the See of Rome, which indulg'd them thus with a Mahomer's Paradiſe, 

4. By reſtraining their Elergy from Marriage, they knew it would 
| make them the more impetuous to ſatisfy their deſires; and that they 
| might have the better Opportunity of doing it, they are enjoyn'd by 


| their DireQory in confeſſing Women, to examine them moſt as to the 
| Sins of the Fleſh, which they tell *em they muſt diſcover on pain of 
'- Damnation. This being a ready method to inflame them mutually, 
| attended with Secrecy, and the Prieſts pretended Power of giving a 
| Pardon, they knew it could not miſs of the defign'd Eff:& ; they knew 
| alfo that fo many of thoſe ſilly Women as they captivated, ſo many 
| Champions and Advocates for their Religion they ſhould have in Fa- 
milies, Courts, or eliewhere ; for they\ might aſſure themſelves that 
| ſuch Women would not ealtly part with a Religion that did ſo much 
| gratify their depraved Appetites, by allowing them as many Men, 
| tho? not Husbands, as they have Prieſts or Confcſlors. And there- 
| fore many'of the wiſe Popiſh Laicks have been of Opinion themſelves, 
| that no Man ought to confeis a Wife but her Husband, ard that a 
| Daughter ought to be confeſſed by none but her Father. | 
| +. Another, and that nonc of the leaſt Reaſons why they forbid 
| Marriage'to their Eccleſiaſtics, is, That if they had Wives or Fami- 
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lies, they conld not ſo eafily be ſent on ct aterg afiti encompaſs Sea 
and Land to make Proſelytes. They would not be fo ready, nor ſo fit 
to engage in Afaſſinations, Conſpiracies and Rebellions againſt Prin- 
ces and States, at the Commands of their Superior : Nor could they 
by their Whoredoms ſo much propagate the Intereſt-of the great Har 
lot; for then their Wives would be ſo many checks and ſpies upon 
them. 

From all which it ſeems reaſonable to infer, that the beſt way to rid 
this Kingdom of Popiſh Prieſts, and to prevent the growth of Popery, 
is to make a Law, that all of them who ſhall be diſcover'd in England, 
except ſich as are thought fit to be allowed to Foreign Ambaſſadors, 
ſhall be Gelded, as they are in Sweden ; where, fince the ſame was En- 
ated into a Law, and pra@Qis'd upon a few of them, that Kingdom 
hath never been infeſted with Popiſh Clergy, or Plots, nor their Wo- 
men reproach'd with want of Chaſtity. 

This will appear the more reaſonable, if we confider that the Ha- 
vock they are allow'd to make of Womens Chaſtity, is one of the prin- 
cipal things that induces luſtful Fellows to take Rowifſh Orders upon 
them, and to engage in deſperate Deſigns to promote the Tntereſt of 
that Church. This any man may eafily be convinc'd of, that will gtve 
himſelf leave to conſider what dangers other men of better Principles, 
and who may have opportunities of ſatisfying Nature by lawful Mar- 
riage, do many times expoſe themſelyes to, for the SatisfaQtion of 
their bruitiſh Paſſions, and how they frequently ſacrifice Honour, In- 
tereſt, :nd Eſtate, with the Peace of their Families and Conſciences, 
to their irregular Appetites of that ſort. FOR 

The Caſe then being thus, let's conſider what a deluge of Unclean- 
neſs may be pour'd out upon this Nation by 1000 or 2000, ſuppofing 
there were no more of thoſe Popiſh Eccleſiaſticks in England at a time; 
elpeclally ſince they look upon it to be their intereſt to. debguch. the 
Nation, as one of the beſt Expedients to advance Popery, as was evi- 
dent from the Pra&ice of the late Reigns: and therefore*it ſeems to 
be the natural way of obviating the growth of Popery, to make the 
' omiſh Eccleſiaſticks.uncapabie of promoting it by that Method which 
they like beſt, and find moſt ſucceſsful. | : 
* It will ftill appear to be more reaſonavle, becauſe they have yow'd 
Chaſtity, and by their own Conteflion have no occaſon far thoſe'Semi- 
nary Veſlels ; therefore if they reſolve tq live as they have Swarn to 
do, they would willingly unman themſelves as Origen did; fo far 
would they be from having any reafon to complain, if- others ſhould 
do it for them, Ng en do ol 
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It: can- no. ways be reckon'd cruel, ſince it may be done without ha- 

zard of Life, as common experience ſhews both in Man and Beaſt, and 
by.conſequence leſs to be complain'd of, than thoſe Laws which con- 
demn/them to the Gallows, There have been more Prieſts put to 
death in England, than ever were gelded in Sweden ; yet Experience 
teaches us it hath not had near ſo good an Effet. This is demonſtrable 
rom the many Conſpiracles againſt our Princes and Nation, that the 
Prieſts have form'd ſince the enacting of thoſe Laws, and from the 
great Progreſs their Idolatry makes among us at this very day ; where- 
as. Sweden, fince the enacting of that Law, hath been liabſe to none of 
theſe misfortunes. This Law of Ca#ration occalion'd a pleaſant Rail- 
ery upon the Jeſuits at Bruſſels by Queen Chriſtina of Sweden. When 
thoſe Fathers came. to Congratulate her there upon her Converſion, 
they. entertain'd her, among other things, with the wonderful Effects 
of their Miſſions in the 12d:es, and other remote parts: That Princeſs 
applauded their Zea], but at the ſame time rebuk'd their Indifference 
tor her Countrey of Sweden, where their endeavours were ſo much 
needed : She pleaſantly told them, That tho' the Law of Caſtrarion 
was a Bar in their way, they ought not to prefer the keeping of thoſe 
things of which they ſtood in no need, and of which ſhe hop'd they 
made no ule to the advancement of the Catholick Faith. But this, tho' 
the ſevereſt Reproof in the World, has never been able to bring the 
Romiſh Clergy ro ſo much ſenſe of their Duty, as to renew their At- 
tempts of converting Sweden, This may ſerve to confirm the ſtory told 


| . us of an old Capuchin in the Menagiana, the Works of the Abbot 2e- 


nage, that he rejeQted the Advice of his Phyſicians to be cut of the 
Stone, for fear it ſhould make him Impotent, thu' he was then 89 
Years of Age. 

WNamque ad Vivendum caſtrari valde recuſat, 

Et propter vitan vivends perdere cauſam. 

The Romiſh Clergy have ſo much accuſtom'd themſelves to thoſe 
_mpure Pleaſures, that they will be ſure to avoid thoſe Countreys 
where they muſt be render'd uncapable of enjoying them. 

If it be thought that the Laws already made, will be more effeQtual 
againſt them, there's no need of repealing them, tho* a new one of Ca- 
ftration be added. Since that hath had ſo good an Effet in Sweden, we 
have no reaſon to deſpair of the like here. It's generally concluded, 
that our Engl;ſh Women are as tempting as any in Exrope, and are 
therefore as likely to prevail on a Romiſh Prieſt bo venture hanging 
to enjoy their Favours as any others : But it they be rendered unca- 
pable of it, the tempaation will have no force; and ſo the Prieſts hos 
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fave thitr Lives, our Women: will rn theit -Ghaity;"" : ahd'6iÞ | 
Religion and Liberty wilt be freed from orgy rote vn 8 

The only Objection of weight that cati-be appr aifiſt it is, that 
it may provoke our-Popiſh Allies, and other Popiſh Princes, to treat 
Proteſtant Miniſters ir the like” manner; T6 which we nnfer, 
admitting it ſhould' be To; it'isfiot: alf 'fo0:bad: ab to have them 
on the Wheel,” Hang%,: 'or fent tb ithe: Galliss.: ' It the get” i 
there's not the Vike* Reaton for treating' Proteſtant Miniſters-in- that - 
manner, for'they generally marry;'or if they be guilty of Utcleanneſs; 
are thruſt-from the Miniſtry.” And-in the laſt place, there's no reaſon 
why- we! ſhayld- have atiy ' moreirefard+toi our: Allies, or other iPopith 
Prinecs than they have to us. We hear every-Uay "of The cract: Per © 
ſecution in France: and Germany, notwithſtanding r' mitdneſ9 to the 
Papiſts here ;- ſo that our enating a'Law of Ca#tration; * einnot 'poſlts 
bly make them perſecute the Proteſtants tore ſeverely than they. doy 
but may-rather put-z ſtop to-it;  - 

AnJ' indeed Tis to be wondred: at, that the Proteſtantsſhould _ 6 
much wantitig in their Zeat; and T34Uittle fenfiblyiof their:owh Intereſt: 
when we haveſo Warlike and Zealous' ai Proteftune: Prince, upor? th 
Throne of Great Britain, as not fougree oh Methods'for 6bliging; the 
Papiſts to fo1btar that: barbarous Perſecution of their Brethren: En- 
deavours of that Nature were us'd in ſome of thoſe' Reigns when-Po- 
pery.had-fob much Intereſt at Court, that it ſeem'd: to have a ſhare of 
the Throne therefore-it's ſtranve if -nothing ſhould. be attempted-to> 
wards it in this Reign. To effe& thi-would , humanly.ſpeaking; foem to 
be no difficult work; figce the Naval Strength of Exrope is in the hands 
of the' Proteſtants; and that the ſtrength of Great Britarn and Holland is 
now under the Command of one Prince, who is the Hero of his Age. 

This our own Safety ſeems to require, and charity and: compete 
to our Brethren beycind Sea- does loudly -eall for ; but if for ceafensof 
State, or- otherwiſe, it befonnd imprafticable for usto mtenpoſe jndew 
half of perſccated- Proteſtahts abroad, there's aothings taxitibdes os 
if we be wilicg to! ſecure our ſelves againſt Popery-at hockey: by:puts 
ting the old ; Hugh in Execution, or EnaCting new ones..i*; 1. 0 ft 

This ſeems to be abſolutely neceſlary, it. we confider, cither:the State 
of the Proteſtants ibeyond: Sea, or:our own Conditioniat:home.: -! 

- If we look:abrogd; we (hall fintthe Proteſtant Intereſt, which was. 
once ſo conſiderable its. Frakes, ;quiterruin'd; and one vf 'thechſdf:Caufe 
of its being ſo, was tlie negle&of our Er liſh Goverumentwſitice Quters 
Blizaberls time+ we have done nothing ”ffeQualfor theaz.fidcei then; 
which was a mighty overſight, . my" in reſpect of Duty and. latereſt: 


That: 
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'Fnat it; was; or; Baty, (vill ſcarcely he deny'$ by «ny Man that hay 
any true Inipreſſions of the Protefhant RFxligion. "That: it was our In+ 
terelt.is demonſtrable, becauſe, had; the Proteſtants of France been ſfup- 
| Ported by our Meditation and Afliftance; they wpyld never kave.con+ 
arr in amy ambitions deſign oftheir Mottarchy; againit the Proteſtants 
itt or $bis'Nationh;. ami: perhaps-the fears. of that. Court, thug 
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they might proveia Curb on their Deſigns; of that - Nature; was none 
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of the-leaſt cauſes of their having ruin'd them by-;the moft-ungrateftul, 
as well as the moſt barbarous Perſecution. that ever was known. From 
| all which it will naturally reſult, that it is the: Intereſt of England to 
| BEAT poſibla, the 'Rennant;of the: Proteſtants in Frinee,.) by ſome 
* «Wh Interpoſition., yo -af-- 5339 + = I [9-449,7-4Þ545 1 
-\I{we,lovkin: little fanther inte the State. of, the Proteſtants of the 
Valleys: of Piedmont, we.ſhall, find:that Antient Church almoſt totally 
ruin'd-and;difperſt. If we turn our Eye towards Hungary, Tranfilvania, 
, and Po/ard, the Reformed Intereſt is almoſt quite exterminated in thoſe 
| Countreys;ras. it; is totajly;puin't inc Bobemia ;: What danger it is liable 
! toinzthe Neighbfuring' Goultirey; indy 1 is kngwn:; te; every, one, 
| hace:that Country wha Prince: wactbe; firſt; that embrac'd the. Re 
| formation, is nowjunter a Popiſh-Goyermment;: and if we come near- 
| er home to'the Paſetgate, there we ſhall alſo find a Proteſtant Ghurch, 
| once:the moſt fourifhing; and beſt reformed in all Germany, under an 
| vnreaſonable.and- cruel Perſecution. -1f we confider the Treaty of 
| ejnlich; by thativie ſhall find; the Gommer ProteRtants.deſpoil'd. of eight 
| er aint bundired Churches ; The:onge famous Proteſtant City; of $1745- 
| Gb deliverd in Prep to the Glarreh.ief Rome; and the Proteſtants in 
| Alfjece; aud. the Neighbouring Principalities,on each fide, as the Dut- 
| chy of Aonttclraryd, County of Yeldents, &c. ſubject to Popiſh Incroach- 
| moidts.  in.a:worgl if we look thrpughout the whole Empzre, and take 
| 2-vicw. oh the Diet at Ratiibery We ſhall find; the-Popiſh Intereſt every 
| wiitne Ffampant; cand Iocrddcbifig apon theReformation; contrary to 
| the Fahdainental Laws, and-atofft foleinn:Tirtaties of tine Empire, If 
wa:qaft ap Eye npon Swiſſ#lerg,: the! Iittle: Republick of Geneva, and 
the Principality of Nexfehate!, there alfo'we fhall: find the Proteſtant 
Intereſt'threatned, and tanguiſhingli 

If we:laok Nocthward, ithere we find the Protaſtant Kingdoms of 
Swaidrand Denuwe/k ready toingageth ia VV av whih ahe andtber, and 
thabthe: Quarrilicbetwixt them ars:fomented:byi tidfe-Who,carry.on 
| awinfereftiiwhbichis deſtruftive both tothe Proteſtant Religion; and 
| the Civit Libertica/of Ewrope. This: is-ſullcient-to difcorer tlic bad 
| State.of the Proteftant Intereſt abroad, Þ.-. - 
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if. we-confider the- Paſture of Aﬀaina at home; it's: evident foorh a 
late printed Letter, faid to be wrote by a worthy Biſhop, and Dedi- 
cated to a Member of Parliament, that:Popery comes in'upon us 'liKd 
a Flood, It;is npt. to be. denied that there's a Party in the three Naris 
ons, who favour the Title;of ars Abdicated.Popiſh Prince arid hiepres 
tended Sugceſlion, againſt the preſerit- Government; arid the Succeſſion 
eſtabliſh/d. by Law. It is not to be forgot, that. their ifitereſ® was 16 
ſtrong, as toiadvanice a Popiſh Ring to our Throne ; anll tho? they 
could not keep him there, becauſe he diſmounted himſelf by « furit5us 
Career, yet they have endanger'd us ſince by. repeated: Plots apainfÞ 
his preſeqt>Majeſty's:Life, and endeavouringitoi bring ina Frexch Th 
valion upon! us;-;-tt is alſo known; that; there are phighty diſcontents 
fomented and novriſh'd in all the three:Nations, in relativn'to Tiagel 
Parties, and-different Pretenſions; -and that this gives the Popiſh Cleel 
Zy an opportunity: of adding fewel to:our Flames, which makes it'likes 
wiſe evident that! the Proteltant Intereſt is in.datger at home, | +? 
- . This is further, demonſtrable from the "Trouble the Papiſts- hilF 

from time to time given; and: continue to give to our Government at 
Parliaments; what's: the-meaniag elſe of thoſe: Protlamations formets 
ly and lately omitted; commanding Papiſts:t0 retive:from Liydvir, && 
W hat elſc-is the-meaning: of thoſe Bills brought in' ts prevent! their G77 
Inheriting their Proteſtant Heirs, and to hinder. their ſending Chils 
dren abroad to foreign Seminartes, to be:-bred up in Idolatry, or nrade 
Prieſts, Monks and Nuns ? This, beſides thedanger that actrues theres 
by tojqur:Religion. and; Liberties;: takes:vaſt:Summs: of Mofiey out'of 
the :Kipgdon yearly. ; Theyclikewiſe give tronble to'our Parliantents, 
by: bringiag tin. Bills: for diſcovering Eſtates. and - Money: eivett to ſts 
perſtitiqus Uſes, which is every way mighty prejudical to the'Kirg- 
dom, and enables. the'Papifts to breed Vipets-1n-6ur 'Bewels;-ini otder 


$ / 


to rend us 1n pieces. CER IRUTTRLITNET 
\ Then ſince it-is bndeniable thit we are in danger froiff the Vapilts, 


whether, we:conſider the: State: of Affairs at home or-:dbroad; and: tha 
the. Laws hitherto. enacted have/not been able to'prevent'the recbutſe 
of Popiſh Prieſts, &c. nor the growth of: Popery' it 'this 'Kingdonh 
what ſhould hinder us from trying-new Methode, ahd partictlirly thi 
Law of; Caſtration ?:.. . TEHLEI107 14 nk, . SOT 1D 9:nkdl of $ 3 
At would-certainly be:d puniſhment very propetfof thewy ayd:niipht 
make them read their Sin in-their-Judgnieat ;' | ſince iS /ertdedt thi 
bytheir own-perfonal Villaay, and their looſe DoRtrine' df Fargo; er. 
which mcourages People in Lickntiouſheſs, thty-make more PtofelFtes 
than by:any. other:method..'i. FEES. 5 ET IND ACS H-1- 0 Das 
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Thoſe, © 


(1) 
£ Thoſe, who perhaps:would ſcruple to be any'wiys lnſtyomental in 
taking theſe Prieſts, when the Penalty inflicted upon them by Law is 
Death, would. not have reaſon to be ſd ſcrupulous to take and ditco- 
VExr them.when the puniſhment is only Cafratior, and therefore would 
be more diligent to put the Laws in. Execution upoh them; © 44 
.. It nwft alfo be reckon'd a'deſery'd 'Paniſhment, - fines -under the 
Seal.of Confeſſion they commit Uncleanneſs with' thofe they Kave the 
T rpſt of: as Ghoſtly: Fathers, ſo that it is a ſort of ſpiritual Inceſt; and 
a deſtroying People with Arms that make no Report ; -both which 
Crimes are Capital in all, well-govern'd States, and therefore the pu- 
nifhment-of Caſtration in;ſuch a Caſe muſt needs be accounted; mild, * 
_ ; Jt it d&:obje&ed; that tho ſome of 'the Rawnlh Clergy be giilty'of 

Incontinence, yet all of ithem are not'fo, and: therefore: ſuch 'only are 
to-be puniſkd in that.manner as are convicted of the:Crime :- It's eaſy 
to anſwer, That it is equally true, that all of them are not guilty of 
Conſpiring againſt the Government, nor is it poſſible to convit all of 
em of perverting the Subjeas; yet the 2 7th of Eliz.'makesit Treaſon 
for.any Popiſh Prieſt, bred up beyond Sea, to be here, or to return in- 
to England withoiſt ſutimitting to the Government,and taking the Oath 
of Supremicy. . ;And indeed it is but reaſonable it ſhould be ſo;'for 
their being here ſappoſes their Deſign ; and therefore'there's as much 
reaſon to puniſh them, tho? we cannot. prove the Overt Acts upon then, 
as.there is to puniſh Thieves for coming into our Houſes in an illegat 
manner,.tho' we cannot prove that they have robb'd us, or ftole any 
thing. If we find a Wolfe: or-other Beaſt - of Prey among; our Flotks; 
we.take their deſign of deſtroying them for granted, and''treat\-them 
accordingly, tho” we don't ſee the Limbs'of our Cattle in their Mouths. 
And therefore faxice the;Praftices and Principles. of 'the Romiſh Clergy 
are ſo wel 'kaown, their- being found in the: Nation 'ought to have 


ſufficient Conviction. of ad Wt 225-3 
Tt ftill remaigs a Queſtion;:how they [ſhalſi bei'diſtovered ? But the 
Anſwer.is at-hand : Letia canipetent and certiig:Reward be propos'd 
for ſuch as:ſhall-do-it, andthe like Reward; 4nd: a Pardoii to any- of 
their own:Number that ſhall diſcover the.reſt; or -let'proviſion-be made 
for. ſome of every Engliſh Seminary beyond Sea that turn Proteſtants, 
Plant ſome of them in the ſeveral Ports of the Kingdom and let fome 
of goeh of thoſe Seminaries be likewiſe conſtantly -in! Zo1ddx to afiſt 
ip earches, and view thoſe. that are taker upoii fuſpition i And at the 
ſame time, let proviſion bej made. for' fuch as will-inform:of-all the Po- 


piſh Clergy that haunt the great Families of that Opinion in England, 
and we need not doubt of an effeQual diſcovery ina little-time - for 


CIFFLIW beſides 
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beſides;the bnflaence that the-hopes of a Reward-will- have, thoſe Goat- 


th Fellows, 'the Romiſh:iClergy, do many: times'Wifoblige\Fatnilies of 


their own way; by attempting to debauch theit'Wives,Children,orGer- 
vants, ſome oft whom haveſo much Virtue/as to'reje& the Temptati- 
on, and to hate the Tempters ; and/many times their blind'Zeal'occa- 
fions them likewiſe to take indeſcreet» Methods to pervert Proteſtant 
Servants, who would not be wanting, in caſe of ſuch proviſion-as a- 
bove-mention'd to diſcover thoſe dangerous FeJlows. YUYELE 
Toinfli& this puniſhment: of Caftration pon. them, 15'{s 'milch the 
leſs to be thought cruel or unreaſonable; ſince it*is 'fo:ordinary iti: /?ud 
ly, and other Popiſh Countries, for the meaner fort of: Pebple'to geld 
their own Sons, that they may make the hetter market of them*for 
finging Boys, and Muſitians, or to be Catamites to Cardinals, and os 
ther Dignitaries of the Romifh Church. In thoſe hot Countries the 
Roman Clergy are much addi&ed 'to that damnable -and vunnaturat 
Crime : and ſuch of them as are not, keep lewd Women almoſt ayow- 
edly ; they are indeed more upon the Reſerve, and live according to 
the Maxim of Caure tho not Caſte, in ſuch Countreys where the Go» 
vernment 1s Reformed, or where the Proteſtants are numerous; but 
then they are under the greater temptation to perpetrate their Vil- 
lanies, on the pretext of Confeſſing women : therefore there's the more 
Reaſon to EnaQ a Law of Caſtration: againſt then in this Kingdom. 
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ragk'd al that is inthe” World underthe!thtee-Heads of tht Laſt of the 
Fleſb,; rhe H:/6 of 'the; Eye; and the Pride bf Life 3 nd; gave that of this Fleſh 
the preferende.. : It is Phaih from. Experience, that the! other two: are 
madegenrrally fubſervient-to it, as: is yiſibly every day from- that-ex- 
ceſs.in:Jewels, Apparel and Houfhold Furniture, and the vaſt expence 
which the Gallants of both Sexes put themſlves:toin one or all of 
theſe, in order to'obtain the Favour of their Paramenrs, 
From all which we may make this:Inference,tbat if the 'Romiſh Clergy, 
were madeuncapabl by a Law ofenjoying, thit which they-atcount 
| the greateſt pkafure:of Life; they-wontd avaid thoſe: Countreys where 
fuck. Laws are put ifi executioit, -as they would avoid the Plague. 
"T would be happy if by this meahs we could deliver onfr Poſtetity 
from thoſe Conſpiracies, Civil Wats, Dreadful Fires, Maſlacrees, Af- 
faſinations of Princes, -and other tniſchiefs which theſe Kingdoms 
have: been liable to/from 'the Papifts, and againſt which all our other 
Laws have hitherto fiznified but little to preſerve us.  —_ 


; We have alſo found, by fad Experience, that they have had ſo much 
tnflyenceas to get the Aſcendant over ſome of-our Princes, by tempt- 
Mg them, as:they have done the French King, with the hopes of an ab- 
folute Sway, and we know not what Viſionary Empires. By this means 
they prevaiPd with, thetn to-overthrow our Laws, the recovery of 
which hath coſt the Nation ſo much Blood and Treaſure, that after 
Ages are like to feel the fmart of it : Tho? theyHhave run one of our 
Princes off the Stage, and :have well-nigh ruin'd their great Champion 
beyond 'Sea, as they did formerly the Spaniſh Monarchy, by ipurring on 
thoſe Princes to perſecute Proteſtants, and eſtabliſh Deſpotical Go- 
yernment. They will zever give over that Game, but inſpire all Prin- 
ces to whom they can have acceſs, either by themſelves or others, with 
org or both of thpſe Deſigns; andtherefore: it is the: Intereſt of Eng- 
Gnd to ue all poſhble means to ſecure the Nation againſt thofe Romzf 
Clergymen, for which Caſtratinn is humbly conceiv'd tobe the propereſt 
Method, and is ſo far from being cruelty, that it may well be reckon'd 
as great a piece of Clemency to Romuſh Prieſts, as Tranſportation is in- 
ſtead of the Gallows to other Condemned Criminals. 

In ſhort, it will be fo far from being a real diskindneſs to the Popiſh 
Laics of this Nation, that it will be the greateſt piece of Friendſhip to 
them.imaginable : this we hope they will þe the more readily convinc'd 
of, if their Wives, Daughters, and Maid- ſervants, cry out againſt:this 
Law,for then tobe ſure they have ſome particular concern in the matter. 

We hope that our Popiſh Laics in England are Men of as good Ob- 
ſervation as thoſe in other Countreys, and particularly in France and 
Italy, 
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Italy, where their very'Proverbs are ſufficjent todempnſteathy thpt-they | 
have no: great Opinion of their \Clergymeny Chaſtity. kt 18 patpaſhble 
to expoſe thoſe guatiſh Fellows with more ſeverity and.coatempt,tang: 
the /ralians do by ſaying fate Lui Corunna, by: way of ſarcaſm, af.a Stab 
Jion that they don't think performs his part ; alluding to..the Priefts:- - 
ſhaven Crowns as if that Sacerdotal Character were ſufficient-even ta- 
invigorate a Horſz, Their other Proverb of . fate lo Prate, \.lat's maks. | 
him a Prieſt, when they have any ungovernable Wanton 1n.a Familyg. 
that over-runs all their Females, Is Skin to the other ; and;their caye- 
ring their Stone-Horſes with a Monk's Frock, when they find them:uny 
differen: for a Mare in ſeaſon, is a ſcandalous Reproof of thoſe bruitiſh. 
Clergymea. Anſwerable to theſe is the Frexch Proverb; . + © 
Oui veut tenir nette Maiſun | Co cut 
Ow ny ſonffre ni petri ni- Mon ni pigeon... fo wo 4 
Comparing the Popiſh. Clergy to the Pigeons for their, yenerious Inglis 
nations ; and may -be-Engllined thus,.- . :. . ' .*. ::; 45 e79 
They that would keep their Honſes Chaſt aud Neat, © 
From thence muſt Prieſts, Monks, Nuns, and Pigeons beat... 
As all Proverbs of that fort are founded upon ſpmethinpg;univerſally- 
known or conceiv'd to be true, it is not at-all for the. Honour-of the Pge- 
piſh Clergy, that their Chaſtity ſhould be thus: reflected/upon in, Goua+- 
treys whiere they are the ſole DireQors of Conſcience, and: haye their; 
Religion eſtabliſh'd by Law. 2 Jie 
- But that which fixes yet more upon them, 1s, that 1n-the.Popt's- 
Chancery the Tax for eating Eggs in Ler, is greater-than that for:S0-- 
domy ; and the Penalty upon a Prieſt that Marries, 1s greater thagqpps 
on thoſe that commit that monſtrous and unnatural. Vallany juſt; aowi- 
mention'd, From all which it 1s mapiteſt, that they did not ;ſpeakies: 
random who inform'd us that the Celibacy of ſuch' an innumerablit 
multitude of Popiſh Eccleſiaſticks,is the maarimum Arcanum dpizemationd- 
Papals, and that the Prieſts Tefticles are the greateſi Prometers, of the Papi - 
Empire, This will appear yet more plain, that it is of the (highnſt Im-- 
portance.to them, ſince the Church of Rome maintains, that Marriage is - 
a Sacrament, and that all Sacraments confer Grace, and yet denies it 
to her Clergy; a manifeſt Indication that they have their graceleſs de-- 
ſigns to promote by it, eſpecially ſince at the ſame time the want of: 
thoſe parts which they will not allow them to make uſe of in a regy-- 
lar way, renders them uncapable of being Prieſts according to their- 
Canons ;. but yet they are ſo kind to their gelded Martyrs, as to allow-: 
it to be ſufficient if they have them about them, in Powdgr, or any o- Ml 
ther way.. | 
R Theſe: 
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©*Theſe things confirm, in'a literal ſenſe, the odious CharaQters given 
. the Church of 'Rome in the Revelations, Chap. 17, 18, &©c. As, the preat 
Whore, with whom the Kings and Inhabitants of the Earth have committed 
Fornication ;, the Mother off Hlarlots, and Abominations of the Earth, having 
a (Golden Cup in her hand full of Abeminations, and of the Filthineſs of her 
Fornications, QC, 'Then ſince by the teſtimony of God and Man, the 

Romiſh Clergy is ſuch an impure and laſcivious Crew, it makes a Law 

of - Caſtration a juſt and adequate Puniſhment for them. 

- To conclude ; Since our King and Parliament have both teſtified 
| their Zeal and Forwardneſs to ſuppreſs Immorality and Profancneſs, it 
| follows naturally that ſuch a Law as this deſerves their ſerious 
{ Thoughts ; for it is impoſſible to ſuppreſs this reigning Vice, ſo long 
as thoſe goatiſh Fellows are ſuffered to ſwarm among us. - They not 
} only corrupt the Morals of People: themſelves by ſuch Practices and 
| Prificiples as aboye- mention'd, but bring over and encourage others 
; to doit; particularly thoſe Jratians, &c. who ſell and print Aretir's 
i Poſtures; and in order to debauch the minds of W omen, and to make 
| them guilry of unnatural Crimes, invent and ſel *em ſuch things as 
| Modeſty forbids 'to name. *Tis evident, that as Popery advanc'd up- 
| Oft us 1n the late Reigns, Debauchery gain'd ground at the ſame time, 

| for they naturally make way for one another; and therefore we cau 
| ever ſuppreſs Immorality, without ſecuring our ſelves effeCtually a- 
' gainſt Popery. If this ſhould be attempted by a Law of Caſtration a- 
{| gainſt *Rorwiiſh Prieſts, it muſt be own'd that it would be more Charti- 
; table-and Humane to ſave our ſelves from Popiſh Saperſtition, and all 
I its miſchievous Conſequences, by that Method alone, than to Practice 
# It; together with other Puniſhments, upon ſuch of thoſe Wretches as 
| c6metgithe Gibbet for Treaſon ; the cutting off their Paivities in 
i fuch caſes, and throwing em in the Fire, juſt before they be totally 


Ll 


| bereft of Life, can be of no manner of uſe, whereas Caſtration alone 


f beforehand might have ſav*d us from the Danger of their Plots, and 


I prevented themſelves from coming to\the Gallows. 
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